
BASIC PROSPECT INFORMATION

Name | Dillon Thieneman Position | Safety School | Oregon (Purdue Transfer) Class | Junior

Date of birth | 8/8/2004 Jersey Number | #31 247 Recruit Rating | ⭐⭐⭐⭐ Draft Class | 2026 NFL Draft

MEASUREMENTS

Height | 6’ 0’’ Weight | 201 lbs Arm Length | 31 3/8” Hand Span | 9”

NOTABLE AWARDS

First-Team All-Big Ten, First-Team All-American, Second-Team All American, First-Team Academic All-American, Jim Thorpe Award Semi-Finalist

NFL TRANSITION

Draft Grade: First Round Player Comparison | Jevon Holland Scheme Fit | Single-High Cover 1/Cover 3 Player Archetype | Athletic, versatile ball-hawking free safety

NFL COMBINE ATHLETIC TESTING

40 Yard Dash 10 Yard Split Bench Press Vertical Jump Broad Jump 3 Cone Drill 20 Yard Shuttle

4.35 1.52 18 reps 41” 10’5" DNP DNP

 CAREER TACKLING STATISTICS (PFF)

Years: Games Played Tackles Assist Tackles Missed Tackles Missed Tackle % Defensive Stops Forced Fumbles Sacks Hits

2025 15 72 27 9 8.3% 30 0 0 2

2024 12 78 24 15 12.8% 16 0 1 1

2023 (Purdue) 12 85 21 16 13.1% 13 2 0 1

Career 39 235 72 40 11.5% 59 2 1 4

 CAREER PASS COVERAGE STATISTICS (PFF)

Years: Targets Receptions Allowed Catch % Allowed Yards Allowed YAC Allowed Touchdowns Allowed Interceptions Pass Break-Ups Penalties

2025 29 18 62.1% 145 42 3 2 4 1

2024 27 21 77.8% 263 113 1 0 6 0

2023 (Purdue) 12 5 41.7% 86 62 2 6 1 1

Career 68 44 64.7% 494 217 6 8 11 2

SCOUTING REPORT

Home Games Scouted: Montana St, Oklahoma St, Oregon St, Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota, USC Away Games Scouted: Northwestern, Penn St, Rutgers, Iowa, Washington

Conference Championship Games,  Bowl Games, and College Football Playoff (CFB) Games Scouted: James Madison (CFP), Texas Tech (CFP), Indiana (CFP)

Summary — Dillon Thieneman is a versatile, intelligent, and highly athletic safety with the size, instincts, and skill set to impact a defense across multiple roles. He has experience at free safety, strong safety, and nickel, giving 
him the flexibility to operate over the top, in coverage, or in the box. Thieneman’s game is defined by elite football IQ, sideline-to-sideline range, and disciplined, controlled play, making him a stabilizing presence in the 
secondary. Thieneman excels in zone coverage, reading route concepts, and maintaining spacing and leverage while keeping eyes on the quarterback. His closing burst and explosiveness allow him to minimize yards after catch, 
make plays on the ball, and cover ground quickly sideline-to-sideline. In the run game, he diagnoses efficiently and attacks downhill with reliable angles while staying disciplined and flowing through traffic. Physically, 
Thieneman possesses a well-built frame that can handle multiple roles, though he is better suited to free safety and nickel than as a long-term box safety. His athleticism and instincts allow him to compensate for modest man 
coverage traits, but he can struggle against shifty slot receivers or sudden changes in direction. He also is not a heavy-hitting safety, and while technically sound, he can be over-aggressive coming downhill at times. Thieneman’s 
experience, football IQ, and versatility make him a high-floor, reliable contributor capable of playing in a variety of schemes. Thienenman is likely to become a multi-year starter in the NFL, particularly in zone-heavy system 
that allow him to leverage his instincts, range, and football intelligence. Dillon Thieneman is a highly versatile, intelligent, and athletic safety with a rare combination of size, speed, and instincts to play across multiple roles in 
the secondary. He has experience at free safety, strong safety, and nickel, showcasing the ability to operate over the top, in coverage, or in the box. Thieneman has the tools to be a high end safety in the league for the next several 
years and is worthy of being drafted in the early teens in the 2026 NFL Draft.

What Encouraged Me Areas for Growth or Concern

Durability — Thieneman is a durable and dependable presence in the secondary with a well-proportioned frame. 
He has not missed a game across three seasons at the collegiate level. 
Positional Versatility — Thieneman possesses a well-balanced, athletic frame with the size and build to hold up 
across multiple safety roles. He has the structural density and play strength to handle contact in the box while 
still maintaining the fluidity to operate in space. His overall build supports durability and allows him to 
consistently play through traffic, engage with blockers, and finish plays without being physically overwhelmed.                                                                                                                                         
Football IQ and Instincts — Arguably his most advanced trait, Thieneman has exceptional processing speed 
and situational awareness. He reads route concepts, quarterback eyes, and offensive keys quickly, rarely leaving 
himself out of position. He maintains discipline while flowing to the ball and reacts instantly to misdirection or 
motion. 
Athleticism — A top-tier athlete for his position, Thieneman boasts explosive burst, closing speed, and agility 
that allow him to impact the catch point, limit YAC, and cover ground sideline-to-sideline. His combine testing 
confirmed the athleticism seen on tape, demonstrating the rare combination of speed, explosiveness, and fluidity 
needed to thrive in multiple safety roles.                                                                                                                                       
Coverage — Thieneman is an elite zone defender with outstanding spatial awareness and the ability to play over 
the top and put a roof on the defense. He recognizes routes quickly, maintains disciplined eyes on the 
quarterback, and reads timing concepts with precision. His awareness allows him to break on the ball efficiently 
and minimize YAC opportunities for opponents.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Run Defense — Thieneman shows the ability to diagnose run schemes quickly and attack downhill with 
excellent pursuit angles. He can engage blocks and locate the ball carrier with reliable technique, flowing to the 
football with consistency. His tackling is secure and controlled, helping limit forward progress.                                                                                                                    
Tackling — Generally a technically sound and controlled tackler in space, regularly breaking down and coming 
to balance leading into contact. Consistently ended up as a leading tackler in multiple roles while playing in two 
different programs.                                                                                                                                       
Production and Experience — Thieneman has significant collegiate experience across multiple seasons in 
different defensive schemes, showing he can adjust to varying responsibilities while producing consistently. His 
versatility and reliability allow him to contribute in multiple packages and roles at the next level.                                                                                      

Lacks Elite Size — While he is well-built, his frame projects best as a free safety or nickel rather than a long-
term box safety. He lacks the elite play strength to dominate physically against lead blockers consistently.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Man Coverage Limitations — Though effective in zone, Thieneman is not a top man coverage defender. Quick, 
shifty slot receivers can create separation due to his average change-of-direction ability and some tightness in 
mirroring abrupt movements.                                                                                                                                 
Run Defense — He can sometimes come downhill too aggressively, compromising balance and leaving gaps in 
pursuit angles. On the perimeter, his block deconstruction against lead blockers is an area that can continue to 
improve.                                                                                                                                                          
Tackling — Thieneman is a reliable tackler but not an enforcer type; he does not deliver heavy, punishing hits, 
which can limit his physical impact in the box. He secures tackles, wraps ball carriers and earns the tackle, but his 
true stopping power is modest.


