
BASIC PROSPECT INFORMATION

Name | Peter Woods Position | Interior Defensive Line School | Clemson Class | Junior

Date of birth | 03/05/2005 Jersey Number | #11 247 Recruit Rating | ⭐⭐⭐⭐ Draft Class | 2026 NFL Draft

MEASUREMENTS

Height | 6’ 2 1/2’’ Weight | 298 lbs Arm Length | 31 1/4” Hand span | 9 1/8”

NOTABLE AWARDS

First-Team All-ACC, Second-Team All-American, Freshman All-American (2023)

NFL TRANSITION

Draft Grade: First Round Player Comparison | Christian Wilkins Scheme Fit | Versatile 3 tech Player Archetype | Explosive, versatile disruptor with twitch, power, and alignment flexibility.

NFL COMBINE ATHLETIC TESTING

40 Yard Dash 10 Yard Split Bench Press Vertical Jump Broad Jump 3 Cone Drill 20 Yard Shuttle

DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP

 CAREER TACKLING STATISTICS (PFF)

Years: Games Played Total Tackles Missed Tackles Missed Tackle % Defensive Stops Forced Fumbles Sacks Hits Hurries

2025 12 21 6 18.2% 21 0 3 2 9

2024 11 19 6 16.7% 20 1 3 4 13

2023 12 23 6 18.8% 20 1 0 2 18

Career 35 63 18 17.8% 61 2 6 8 40

SCOUTING REPORT

Home Games Scouted: LSU, Troy, Syracuse, SMU, Duke, Florida St, Furman Away Games Scouted: Georgia Tech, North Carolina, Boston College, Louisville, South Carolina

Conference Championship Games,  Bowl Games, and College Football Playoff (CFB) Games Scouted: N/A

Summary — Peter Woods is a disruptive, high-upside interior defensive lineman with an explosive athletic profile, outstanding lateral quickness, and natural leverage that allows him to consistently play above his size. A 
twitchy, powerful mover, Woods generates early penetration with his first step and has the versatility to align across the defensive front in multiple roles. He displays strong run diagnostic ability, quickly identifying blocking 
schemes and reacting with the burst and hand strength to shoot gaps, stack and shed, or mirror zone concepts. His ability to create backfield disruption, collapse pockets, and generate movement makes him a constant presence, 
while flashes of developing pass rush moves and blocker manipulation highlight his long-term upside as a three-down defender. Woods’ evaluation is centered on consistency, refinement, and physical limitations. His shorter 
arms and lighter frame can allow offensive linemen to access his body and control reps, particularly against power or in sustained engagements. As a pass rusher, he is still developing a complete plan and can struggle to counter 
or finish once his initial move is stalled, at times drifting or taking inefficient angles to the quarterback. His aggressive play style can also lead to inconsistencies in run defense, including missed gap fits, over-pursuit, and missed 
tackles that create running lanes. Combined with questions surrounding conditioning and a lack of year-to-year production growth, Woods remains a projection-based evaluation. During summer scouting, Woods was viewed as a 
near consensus top-five prospect in the 2026 class. While that top-end ceiling remains, his failure to take a clear step forward in his final collegiate season has added complexity to his evaluation. He still offers significant value 
as a disruptive interior presence, but reaching his full potential will require improved consistency, technical refinement, and continued physical development. Woods projects as a traits-based, high-upside defender with 2025 tape 
that would represent that of an early second round section, however, balancing his entire profile, body of work, and upside Woods is a player I would be willing to take in the back end of the first round with the potential for him 
to significantly outperform his draft slot if he develops under the right coaching and scheme.

What Encouraged Me Areas of Growth/Concern

Youth & Upside — Woods enters the evaluation as a young, ascending prospect with significant long-term 
upside. Despite already flashing high-level traits as an interior disruptor, his age and experience level suggest 
there is still considerable room for physical and technical development. His combination of early production, 
explosive athletic tools, and versatility across the defensive front provides a strong foundation, with the potential 
for continued growth in strength, consistency, and pass rush refinement. This developmental runway enhances 
his projection as a player whose best football is still ahead of him.                                                                                                                                                         
Physical Profile — Woods possesses adequate size with a naturally compact, dense build that allows him to play 
with a low center of gravity. His natural leverage consistently shows up at the point of attack, helping him win 
against larger offensive linemen. He combines this with functional play strength that allows him to compete 
above his listed size.                                                                                                                                     
Versatility — Woods offers strong alignment versatility across the defensive front, with the ability to line up in 
multiple techniques and roles. He has shown the capability to function as both a penetrating interior defender and 
a more controlled, read-and-react player. His occasional usage on offense further highlights his athletic profile 
and overall football skill set where he has scored 2 offensive touchdowns.                                                                                                                                                                                               
Athleticism — Woods is a powerful, explosive athlete with exceptional twitch and movement ability for an 
interior defensive lineman. He shows outstanding quickness off the ball, allowing him to shoot gaps and cross 
blockers’ faces with ease. His lateral quickness stands out against reach blocks and zone concepts, while his 
upper-body explosiveness allows him to jolt linemen and create immediate disruption. 
Run-Game Defense — Woods is a disruptive and instinctive run defender who plays with strong diagnostic 
ability and quick processing. He consistently reads blocking schemes, identifies run concepts, and reacts quickly 
to attack gaps or mirror flow. He has shown the ability to both penetrate and play with discipline, stacking and 
shedding in two-gap situations while also anchoring with a wide base and strong hip sink. His lateral quickness 
and pursuit ability make him effective against zone schemes, where he can track and flow with the play while 
maintaining gap integrity.                                                                                                                                            
Pass Rush Skillset — Woods is an explosive interior pass rusher who generates early penetration with his first 
step and converts burst into power effectively. He shows developing pass rush tools, including an arm-over and 
inside club, and uses his quickness to attack leverage points and collapse the pocket. His ability to manipulate 
blockers with his initial step adds another layer to his upside as a pass rusher.                                                                                                                                                   
Hand Usage — Woods flashes heavy, powerful hands that allow him to shock and control offensive linemen at 
the point of attack. When his timing is right, he can stack, shed, and disengage effectively, which allows him to 
work as a two-gapper. His combination of hand strength and natural leverage can make him difficult to handle in 
short areas.                                                                                                                                                          

Physical Profile — Woods has shorter arms and a lighter frame, which can limit his ability to consistently 
control blockers at the point of attack. While he can initially win with quickness and hand usage, he will still lose 
reps when offensive linemen are able to get into his frame. His lack of length reduces his margin for error, 
particularly against longer and more powerful interior linemen.                                                                                 
Run Defense Consistency — While disruptive, Woods can be inconsistent due to his aggressive play style. He 
will take chances shooting gaps, which can create running lanes if he fails to win early. Additionally, his lighter 
frame and shorter arms can cause him to get washed down the line or displaced in sustained blocks.                                        
Pass Rush Development — While he flashes upside as a pass rusher, Woods is still developing in this area. His 
pass rush plan and pass rush bag are not yet fully refined, and he can struggle to generate consistent pressure once 
his initial move is stopped. He also lacks urgency at times to transition into counters, allowing plays to stall rather 
than finishing through the rep. There is also a slight lack of bend and flexibility, which shows up when attempting 
to flatten to the quarterback. He will often take wider angles and drift upfield, limiting his ability to finish 
pressures. This reduces his overall sack production despite his ability to create initial disruption.                                 
Hand Usage Consistency — Although he flashes heavy hands, his overall hand usage remains inconsistent and 
underdeveloped. He can allow offensive linemen into his chest early, which negates his leverage and quickness 
advantages. Continued refinement in timing, placement, and sequencing will be critical for his development.          
Tackling — Woods has shown inconsistency as a finisher, with too many missed tackles on tape. He can arrive 
out of control at times or fail to wrap securely, allowing ball carriers to escape. Improving tackling consistency 
will be important to maximize his disruptive ability.                                                                                                   
Production and Consistency — Woods’ overall production and impact have lacked consistent upward 
progression, with some of his best tape coming earlier in his career. His 2025 performance did not fully build on 
prior flashes, raising questions about his ability to sustain development and maximize his tools on a down-to-
down basis. Additionally, there are instances where his effectiveness dips late in drives or into the fourth quarter, 
with a noticeable drop in explosiveness and urgency. Improving conditioning and maintaining a consistent motor 
will be critical for sustaining impact and translating his high-end traits into reliable production at the next level.                                      


